
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  
John Shorley, a conservation carpenter and joiner with more than 20 
years experience. He has been working on the repair of historic 
joinery since 2009.  

Refreshments: Refreshments, lunch and snacks will be provided. 

What to Bring: There will be a hands-on element for participants, 
and you will be working in the outdoors; therefore, participants should 
dress for wet and/or cold weather and bring suitable waterproof attire. 
Participants will need to provide their own safety footwear such as steel-
toe capped boots, safety glasses, work gloves and hi-vis vest. Please 
note regular hiking boots are not appropriate.  

Ticket & Booking Information: Subsidised tickets are priced 
at €140 for the two days but places are limited and will be allocated 
on a first come-first served basis. Concession tickets are priced at 
€120 for apprentices and students over 18. Contact 
coursescalx@gmail.com to book a place and arrange payment.  

The workshop is supported by the National Built Heritage Service 
https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/  

 

 

 
Two-Day Workshop: Introduction to 
Introduction to Repair and Maintenance 
of Historic Slates Roofs 
 

Date: Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th of October (Participants 
must be available to attend both days) 

Time: 9.30am to 4.30pm 
Location: Killoran House, Thurles, Co Tipperary, E41 Y925 
Price: €140 
 
Event Information 
Come join us for a hands-on workshop in Co Tipperary on the 
repair and maintenance of historic slate roofs on the island of 
Ireland. Our morning talks will introduce you to the history and 
common typologies of Irish roofs, approaches to their repair and 
thermal upgrading. The case study of the repair of the roof at 
Killoran House will be shared. presented.  

Learn about traditional materials including slate, timber and lead; 
addressing common issues. The two days includes a day and a 
half of hands-on training in the repair of slates roofs.  

Our course venue is the historic Killoran House near Thurles, Co 
Tipperary. The small group numbers will ensure you’ll get plenty 
of attention.  
 
Course Tutors 
Damien Condon a 6th generation plasterer with decades of 
experience working with historic structures and current Vice Chair 
of Building Limes Forum Ireland. 

Nicola Matthews, Senior Architect, National Built Heritage 
Service, and co-author of the Department’s Advice Series: A 
Guide to the Repair of Historic Roofs  

Richard McLoughlin, Grade 1 Conservation Architect with over 35 
years’ experience focused on high quality architectural design 
and building conservation. 

 



 

 

 

  

 
Refreshments 
Tea/coffee and lunch will be provided. 
 
What to Bring 
Participants should prepare for wet and/or cold weather and should 
bring suitable attire. Participants must bring their own PPE including 
eye protection, gloves, hi-vis vest and safety boots.  
 
Ticket & Booking Information 
Subsidised tickets are priced at €140 for the two days but places are 
limited and will be allocated on a first come-first served basis. 
Concession tickets are priced at €120 for apprentices and students 
over 18. Contact coursescalx@gmail.com to book a place and 
arrange payment.  
 
The workshop is supported by the National Built Heritage Service 
https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/ 
 

 

Two-Day Workshop: Introduction to 
Hot Lime Mortars  
 

Date: Friday 23rd and Saturday 24th of October 2026 (Participants 
must be available to attend both days) 
Time: 9.30am-4.30pm 
Location: Killoran House, Thurles, Co Tipperary, E41 Y925 
Price: €140 
 

Event Information: This 2-day introductory workshop is designed 
with the beginner in mind. The event is aimed at promoting 
confidence around the use of hot lime and an understanding of how 
and where it should be used. 
 

Most of our traditional and vernacular buildings were finished in 
traditional lime mortars externally and then lime-washed to provide 
important protection which kept walls dry and warm. This course will 
focus on the preparation of traditional renders using hot lime mortar. 
 

Our course venue is the historic Killoran House near Thurles, Co 
Tipperary. The small group numbers will ensure you’ll get plenty of 
attention.  
 

Participants will go away knowing: 
 Advantages of using hot lime & appropriate specifications 
 The range of aggregates for traditional hot lime mortars 
 How to mix lime mortars & their application 
 The correct protection & aftercare measures to apply when 

using hot lime mortars 
 

Course Tutor: The course will be led by Damien Condon, a 6th 
generation plasterer with decades of experience working with 
historic structures. He holds a PDD (Professional Development 
Diploma) in Historic Building Conservation & Repair from West 
Dean College in England. He also holds a C1 & C2 in Conservation 
Masonry and SQA, as well as a SCQF in Making Historic Materials 
from the Scottish Lime Centre. He is the current Vice Chair of the 
Building Limes Forum Ireland.  



  

 

 
What to Bring  
This will be a hands-on day for individuals’ intent on carrying out 
their own works. You will be working in the outdoors; therefore, 
participants should dress for wet and/or cold weather and bring 
suitable waterproof attire. Participants will need to provide their own 
safety footwear such as steel-toe capped boots, safety glasses, 
work gloves, hi-vis vest and knee pads. Please note regular hiking 
boots are not appropriate.  
 

Ticket & Booking Information 
Subsidised tickets are priced at €140 for the two days but places are 
limited and will be allocated on a first come-first served basis. 
Concession tickets are priced at €120 for apprentices and students 
over 18. Contact coursescalx@gmail.com to book a place and 
arrange payment.  
 
The workshop is supported by the National Built Heritage Service 
https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/ 
 

 

Two-Day Workshop: Repair of 
Traditional Cobbled Surfaces 
 
Date: Friday 30th and Saturday 31st of October 2026 (Participants 
must be available to attend both days) 
Time: 9.30am to 4.30pm 
Location: Killoran House, Thurles, Co Tipperary, E41 Y925 
Price: €140 
 
Event Information  
This two-day workshop is aimed at owners of vernacular buildings 
and farms which have cobbled yards or cobbled surfaces.  
 
It aims to provide guidance to building owners who would like to 
repair cobbled surfaces: identifying issues, how to assess the 
best course of repair, what are the most common causes of 
failure and the practical skills to address them. The course will be 
led by heritage stonemason, Pat Hickey of Anú Heritage.  

 
The aim of the day is to raise awareness of traditional skills, to 
promote the sensitive reuse of our vernacular built heritage using 
appropriate approaches and materials, and to share knowledge 
and guidance with building owners.  
 
Our course venue is the historic Killoran House near Thurles, Co 
Tipperary. The small group numbers will ensure you’ll get plenty 
of attention.  
 
Refreshments 
Morning coffee/tea break and lunch will be provided. 
 



 

 

  

 
Refreshments 
Refreshments, lunch and snacks will be provided. 
 

What to Bring 
Participants should dress for cold weather and bring suitable attire. 
Participants need to provide their own Hi vis vest, safety footwear, 
eye protection and gloves. Long sleeves recommended. 
 

Ticket & Booking Information:  
Subsidised tickets are priced at €120 for the four days but places 
are limited and will be allocated on a first come-first served basis. 
To book your place contact the Dolmen Centre: 074 9545010 or 
office@donegalthatchingschool.com 
 

The workshop is supported by the National Built Heritage Service 
as part of the National Vernacular Strategy 
https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/  
 
 

Four-Day Workshop: Introduction to 
Rope Thatching – Maintaining and 
Repairing Rope Thatch Buildings 
 

Date: Thursday 5th of November to Sunday 8th of November 2026 
(Participants must be available to all four days) 
Time: 9.30am to 4.30pm 
Location: Donegal Thatching School, Dolmen Centre, Portnoo, 
Donegal, F94 DN83 
Price: €120 
 

 
 
 

Event Information 
Come join us for a hands-on four-day workshop on rope thatching 
with Inishowen-based rope thatcher Brian Lafferty. This course will 
have a particular focus on rope thatch using flax. 
 

Traditionally rope thatching was the predominant thatching 
method along the exposed west Atlantic coast in response to the 
high winds. On rope-thatched houses, the thatch was held in place 
by ropes, tied to stones or metal pegs projecting at the top of the 
walls underneath the eaves. In recent decades, this traditional 
method of rope thatching has been replaced by scollop thatching 
and non-traditional styles. 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
What to Bring  
Tools will be provided. This will be a hands on day and participants 
should dress for wet and/or cold weather and bring suitable attire. 
Participants need to provide their own Hi vis vest, eye protection, 
sturdy footwear and work gloves.  
 
Ticket & Booking Information 
These workshops are being offered at a reduced rate with 
subsidised tickets of €60 to non-members of Hedgerows Ireland and 
€40 to members. Book your ticket here: 
https://hedgerows.ie/hedge-laying-shinrone-2026/  
 
Refreshments: A light lunch will be provided. 
 
The workshop is supported by the National Built Heritage Service and 
is an action of the National Vernacular Strategy  
https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/ 
 

One-Day Workshop: Introduction to 
Hedge Laying 
 
Date: Saturday 21st of November 
Time: 10am to 3.30pm  
Location: RHSI Bellefield, Shinrone, County Offaly 
Price: €60 
 
Event Information  
Hedge laying is an ancient skill, involving a rejuvenative process 
that keeps the hedgerow young and vigorous indefinitely. It is 
considered the optimum form of management for our native 
hedgerows and it is hard to overstate its value in preserving habitats 
for our threatened wildlife. 

This one-day introduction programme is aimed at novice hedge 
layers and those whose skills might be a little rusty! 

Training will involve a safety briefing, an introduction to the concept 
and benefits of hedge laying, and practical demonstrations and 
practice in the skills of hedge laying. 

 


